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An Open Letter from the World Alliance for Arts Education WAAE representing International
Arts Education Professional Associations to:

Niki Kerameus, Minister of Education and Religious Affairs, info@nikikerameus.gr

Sofia Zaharaki, Vice-Minister, Primary and Secondary Education, szacharaki@minedu.gov.gr

Anastasia Gika, General Secretary for Primary and Secondary Education, sgika@minedu.gov.gr

| write to add the voice of the World Alliance for Arts Education WAAE to the many students and
teachers of the Arts (Music, Dance, Theatre and Visual Arts) requesting the reversal of the
decision by the Ministry of Education that announced the elimination of the Arts in the weekly
program for upper secondary education for the new school year 2020-2021. The WAAE
supports those who protest about the removal of elective programs in the Arts for pupils in their
last three years of high school. This retrograde decision impacts on the lives of many and on the
future of Arts Education in Greece.

The World Alliance for Arts Education WAAE is honoured to add our voices to the Departments
of Theatre, Dance, Music and Visual Arts and professional organisations that represent specialist
teachers from Greece, that are writing letters and petitions of protest. The Alliance highlights
the negative impacts of this directive on students, teachers and ultimately the whole country.

Robust international research on the purpose, value and importance of arts education is rich
and deep. The WAAE urges you to read and heed the research. Learning in, through and with
the Arts shapes personal, social and cultural identity and is an entitlement for all students (see
The UNESCO Seoul Agenda For Arts Education (2010) and the Frankfurt Declaration for Arts
Education https://www.insea.org/docs/waae/WAAE-Frankfurt-declaration.pdf).

The Arts contribute to the development of values, personal and interpersonal development.
Learning in the Arts fosters creativity, innovation and persistence. In these times of crisis, the
Arts play a significant role in mental and emotional health and wellbeing, as the current
Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic is showing us all. The losses to individual students and
teachers are devastating. They amplify the loss to the Greek education system as a whole from
this decision.

Please reconsider and rescind this directive.
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Emily Achieng Akuno
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